CHAPTER II.
VYASA, VAISHAMPAYANA AND SAUTI.
THE author of the original epic is generally believed
to be Vyasa, whose personality is doubted by many.
Now we have already seen that the final redaction was
made by Sauti, and not by Vyasa, There is, more-
over, no reason why a general tradition should not be
believed if it is not absurd or impossible in itself, or is
not disproved by contradictory cogent arguments.
Vyasa is believed to have arranged the Vedas,1 and not
the Mahabharata, That there was really a Rishi by
name Vyasa Parasharya we find from the Black Yajifn
Kathaka* What part he took in the events of the Maha-
bharata, and when he lived, we shall discuss later on.
But thece is no reason to doubt that he wrote a history of
the war between the Kurus and the Panchalas from per-
sonal knowledge. The work evidently bears the impress
of a narration by one who had an intimate acquaintance
with the events it. describes. Characters and people are
described with a vivacity and truthfulness which can
only belong to the evidence of an eye-witness. Names,
such as Srinjayas, are often mentioned without any in-
troduction or description, much in the way of a contem-
porary narrator who is never struck with the necessity
of such an introduction or description. It is generally
1 Vedam vivyasa yasmattu Vyasa ityabhidheeyate.